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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is informed by the internship experience and involves the application of research strategies gleaned from Eugene Bardach’s A Practical Guide to Policy Analysis and Joel Best’s More Damned Lies and Statistics.  The task is to generate a research design and reading list, collect information or data appropriate to answering a research question or testing a hypothesis, and analyze a particular issue of public policy.  The resulting paper is to be presented both orally and in written form.  Readings and research methods are selected in consultation with the instructor with a view to producing a briefing paper of professional quality.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES
Each student is asked to think deeply about a policy issue of personal and professional concern, comb the relevant literature, and use the tools of policy analysis, investigation, and assessment to project outcomes.  The goal is for students to become knowledgeable about a particular issue and aware of the manifold determinants of public policy.  
Students are encouraged to use Washington as a resource, thus making the course (the oral presentation and the written paper) a venture that is best undertaken in the nation’s capital.  The successful student will know more about his/her topic than anyone else in the class and will be required to impart that information succinctly during a formal oral presentation.  The written paper due at the end of the quarter is conceived as a capstone of the program and as either an end in itself or the prelude to an Honors or Senior Thesis to be pursued on campus.  The project is designed to cultivate intellectual depth and maturity by imparting meaning to the internship experience.
THE JOHN GLENN SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The John Glenn School of Public Affairs is an academic unit at the Ohio State University that offers coursework at the undergraduate, Masters and doctoral levels in public affairs.  Courses emphasize the interconnection between policy making and the management of the organizations and networks of organizations that tackle public problems.  At the undergraduate level, the School offers courses that are included in the College of Social and Behavioral Science Minor in Public Policy and International Studies baccalaureate degree, as well as undergraduate co-curricular programs with the Glenn School Learning Community and the First Year Experience Leadership Collaborative (Academic Affairs FYE).  This course – PUB AFFS 679.02 – is offered only in Washington, D.C.  The Washington Academic Internship Program has three component parts: the internship (PUB AFFS 589), the policy seminar (PUB AFFS 678.02), and the policy paper (PUB AFFS 679.02).  Students in the program, also known as John Glenn Fellows, take all three courses concurrently.  PUB AFFS 679.02 may be counted as a free-elective course in most Ohio State University undergraduate degree programs.  Before enrolling in the course, students should meet with the Glenn School’s advising staff and their primary undergraduate advisor to determine how the course can be included in their degree program of study.
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING GUIDELINES
Each student, in consultation with the instructor and his/her internship supervisor, will produce a research paper to be delivered at the end of the quarter.  Each student must submit a proposal  including a research question or hypothesis; an outline and annotated bibliography; a draft; and the final product, to be delivered orally and in writing.

During the last two weeks of the quarter, each student will deliver a ten-minute, formal, oral presentation followed by five minutes of Q&A (25% of final grade).  The instructor will reward expertise, concision, and eloquence.  On the last Friday of the quarter, each student will submit a final paper that presents a compelling, well-researched, analytical effort based on outside reading and analytical strategies drawn from Bardach, Best, and other sources.  This policy paper constitutes 75% of the final course grade.  
The instructor will evaluate each paper based on the precision of the research question, its relation to the internship experience, the persuasiveness of the arguments and evidence put forward, and the quality of the prose and source materials.
RELEVANT DEADLINES
Relevant deadlines will be published in a master calendar made available by the instructor via Carmen.  The policy paper will be produced in discrete steps, including:

· a research proposal, 
· detailed outline, 
· annotated bibliography, and 
· draft.  
Individual tutorials will be scheduled during the penultimate week of the quarter.  The final policy paper must be deposited in the Carmen dropbox and submitted in hard copy.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
DISABILITY SERVICES
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
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